Values and Academics

We are in the privileged position of having developed a very specific
pedagogy that enables critical thinking, encourages exploration and
facilitates engaging communication skills, while recognising that each
child is on their own personal journey of discovery.
We passionately believe in the whole child.
The broad and enriched education that we provide will enable your
child beyond the expected and towards the exceptional.
We seek to work in partnership with parents and carers to embed
the Dulwich Prep London Values ethos, first and foremost, as this
underpins the character skills required in our fast-paced modern world.

I am honoured to be Head Master of
Dulwich Prep London and to introduce
you to this incredible school. For more than
130 years, the school has inspired generations
of boys aged 3 to 13 (and Nursery aged girls)
to fulfil their dreams and aspirations.

Welcome

This expectation is to enable each child to put empathy and
compassion at the forefront of their decision making and is the catalyst
to your child being successful and resilient in whatever they turn their
hand to, while they are on their educational journey and beyond.

Louise Davidson
Head Master

Dulwich Prep London inspires excellence
and our greatest success is measured by
the character of our boys.
Our values sow the seeds of possibility
in the mind, heart and spirit of each boy
and create the right culture and the right
conditions to allow these possibilities to
flourish and become real.

Everything we do sits upon our Values system. The eight
recognised and explicitly taught values weave across every year
group and deliver both a deepened sense of empathy and the
drive to be change-makers.
Our expectations are high: that those attending Dulwich Prep
London go on to be citizens of the world, have a strong moral
compass and can adapt to the rapidly changing environment
of modern society.

COURAGE

Our children thrive and we ensure that every opportunity
is created for them to do so. No day is taken for granted.

SERVICE

LOVE

HUMILITY

HONESTY

Our values

JUSTICE

SELF-DISCIPLINE

GRATITUDE

Courage takes many guises in the life of a young
boy growing up. Facing a challenge, overcoming a
fear, performing in public or handling disappointment.
Courage is not innate, and we strive to teach our
boys the need to be courageous.

Courage

Singing a solo in front of 1,000
attentive parents and peers
on Speech Day, or climbing to
the top of the 95’ mast on one
of the 72’ Challenger Yachts...
By teaching our boys courage,
we are giving them the
opportunity to try, to fail and
then to try again.

“

Courage is what
it takes to stand up
and speak; courage is
also what it takes to
sit down and listen.

“

Winston Churchill

14
RESIDENTIAL
TRIPS A YEAR

From the very outset of the journey we teach
our boys the value of love, in the form of kindness
and gentleness. As the boys move through school
they develop a deep understanding of friendship,
trust and respect, never forgetting the need for
kind and considerate behaviour.

Love

Mahatma Gandhi

“

“

Where there
is love there is life.

100+
CLUBS AND
ACTIVITIES

Our extensive co-curricular
programme provides our boys with
numerous and varied opportunities
to build lifelong friendships, delight
in their shared experiences and
care for those around them.

Recognising the contribution of others and
being proud of their success are crucial life lessons
to learn and ones we try to teach from a young
age. We encourage our boys to support their
peers in all areas of life. We want each boy to
realise that he is a tiny but very important part
of a much bigger world.

Humility

500+

Our boys experience the pleasure
that is derived from the success
of others.

MATCHES PLAYED
ANNUALLY

Winning with modesty, losing
with good grace...it’s about ‘playing
the game’.

“

There is no respect
for others without
humility in one’s self.

“

Henri Frederic Amiel

Organisation, self-control, patience, listening...
self-discipline means something different at
every age as the boys move through the Prep
and a healthy, active lifestyle is something we
promote. We encourage every boy to recognise
that the right choice is not always the easiest
and to enjoy the fulfilment that comes with
determination and dedication.

Self-discipline

Wonderful opportunities can
lead to difficult choices...jazz band
rehearsals, or playing with friends at
the fields? By learning self-discipline,
our boys are able to find their way
at the Prep and then in the world.

“

We all have dreams.
But in order to make
dreams come into
reality, it takes an awful
lot of determination,
dedication, self-discipline
and effort.

“

Jesse Owens

25
ACRES OF
PL AYING FIELDS

As parents, ‘thank you’ is one of the first things
we teach our children to say, and at Dulwich
Prep London we uphold family values. A sense
of respect and an appreciation of everything
we have and are able to do provides the boys
with a deeper insight into their own lives and
the lives of those around them.

Gratitude

Visitors often comment on the
open and relaxed relationship
between boys and staff. This is built
on simple expressions of gratitude:
‘Thank you boys.’
‘Thank you for the lesson, Sir.’

“

Gratitude is not
only the greatest of
virtues, but the parent
of all the others.

112
TEAC HERS

“

Marcus Tullius Cicero

‘It isn’t fair...’ Why? By asking our boys to think
about right and wrong, their sense of justice
is heightened. Our pupils learn to reason with
each other, explain, question and discuss moral
outcomes and differences of opinion. In the
early years this is as simple as learning to share
and as boys progress through school their
minds are opened to issues in the wider world.

Justice

Justice stems from independent
thinking, that’s why we teach
philosophy from Year 3. By Year 8
our boys are able to debate on
a wide range of subjects.
Should voting in national elections
be made compulsory?
Taken from King’s Scholarship
Examination at Eton College

“

Justice cannot be
for one side alone, but
must be for both.

“

Eleanor Roosevelt

Honesty is a value children understand from a
very young age and one we know they will carry
with them on their journey through life. It is having
the integrity to look others in the eye and the
confidence to look inwardly at themselves.

Honesty

“

“

Yr 1

No legacy is so
rich as honesty.
William Shakespeare

USE THE PURPLE
PEN OF PROGRESS

As early as Year 1 our boys are taught
to assess their own work and to
comment honestly and constructively
on the work of their peers.

At every stage, we encourage our boys to look
out at the world beyond them – working for
the benefit of the younger boys in other sections
of the school, finding ways to get involved in our
local community and sharing their experience,
knowledge and good fortune with others.

Ser vice

What does service look like at
the Prep? It’s working for others –
whether as a Year 8 pupil listening
to a younger pupil read, or serving
food to London’s homeless at
the Cardinal Hume Centre.
Our boys learn the joy of helping
others choosing sixteen charities
to support last year.

“

Only a life lived in
the service to others
is worth living.

“

Albert Einstein

6
OLD BOYS
AWARDED THE
VICTORIA CROSS

Thank you for reading our prospectus. It will have
given you a snapshot of life at Dulwich Prep London,
but there’s no substitute for seeing the school
in action. We’d be delighted to welcome you.
To arrange a visit, please contact:
Admissions
admissions@dulwichpreplondon.org
T. 020 8766 5525

Dulwich Prep London – Early Years
8 Gallery Road | London | SE21 7AB
T. 020 8766 5531

Registrar
Mrs Viki Cryer

Dulwich Prep London – Years 1 to 8
42 Alleyn Park | London | SE21 7AA
T. 020 8766 5500

Admissions Assistant
Miss Rebecca Dallimore
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